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Visit to Romania 

Sunday 29 September - Sunday 06 October 2019 

From Moldavia to Transylvania, Bucharest to Brașov, the Red Lake to the Black Sea, Romania stands out for its rich 

cultural heritage and outstanding natural beauty. Nestled in the heart of Eastern Europe, its history is a tale of 

foreign conquest and staunch resistance. Long an important Roman province and the only Latin speaking state in the 

eastern part of the Roman Empire, Romania saw the gradual increase of Saxon influence and Ottoman expansionism 

during the medieval period before eventual unification of its principalities in 1881. Since then, it has been at the 

heart of Eastern European politics, resistant to Austro-Hungarian hegemony, subsumed by communist rule and 

since 2007 a member of the European Union. 

 

Our tour will bring to life some of the most dramatic cultural achievements from throughout Romanian history. 

The painted monasteries of Bucovina epitomise the strength of Romania’s Christian heritage in the face of Turkish 

invasion in the 15th and 16th centuries, whilst Bucharest’s Palace of Parliament showcases the megalomania of 

communist  rule in the 1980s. In addition to historic Romania, there will be plenty of time to enjoy the country’s 

dramatic landscape. From the spectacular Carpathian mountains to the dramatic Bârgău  Valley – heart of ‘Dracula 

land’ – the Romanian countryside remains largely unspoiled. 



SUNDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2019 

Independent travel arrangements to the airport. We will 

depart from Leeds Bradford airport on a mid-morning 

flight with KLM to Bucharest, via Amsterdam. We will 

be met on arrival by our coach and guide and transfer to 

Brasov where we will check into the 5 star Aro Palace 

for two nights’ bed and breakfast accommodation.  We 

will travel on foot to Braşov’s main square, Piaţa 

Sfatului, which according to legend is close to where 

children emerged in Transylvania, after being enticed 

away from Germany by the Pied Piper of Hamelin. The 

square, situated in the heart of the medieval quarter is 

one of the finest Baroque squares in Romania.  Here we 

will visit the Lutheran Black Church, which took 

almost a century to build (1383 - 1477), and is so-called 

for its soot-blackened walls – the result of a great fire 

started by the Austrian army that swept through Braşov 

in 1689.  The Black Church is the largest Gothic church 

between Vienna and Istanbul, and its 7 tonne bell is the 

largest in Romania.  Inside there are fine hanging 

Turkish carpets and a huge organ with 4000 pipes built 

by Buchholz. (Please note that this visit will depend on flight 

times). Following the visit we will return to the hotel. 

After time to freshen up, dinner will be taken in the 

hotel restaurant. 

 

MONDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2019 

After breakfast at the hotel we will begin our tour of 

Braşov, a medieval town with ornate Saxon churches 

and townhouses. We will visit the Orthodox St 

Nicholas’s Church, which is easily recognised by its 

black spires, and the adjacent Romanian School 

Museum, which displays some of the first textbooks 

written in the Romanian language and printed in Braşov 

(dating back to the 16th century).  Following the visits 

there will be free time for lunch in central Braşov.  

 

This afternoon will be at leisure. Dinner will be served 

in a local restaurant this evening. 

 

TUESDAY 01 OCTOBER 2019 

We will check out of the hotel after breakfast and travel 

by coach to Prejmer for a visit to the fortified church. 

In the pretty Saxon village of Prejmer, a five-towered 12 

metre high wall surrounds the 13th century Gothic 

Evangelical church, and the wall is the thickest of all the 

Saxon churches still in existence (4½ metres).  The 

entrance to the tower is also protected by another 

fortified enclosure.  Following our visit we will re-join 

our coach and travel via the spectacular winding Bicaz 

Gorges to the Red Lake, a rather eerie natural beauty 

spot shrouded in legend, enjoying the spectacular 

scenery of the Eastern Carpathians.  Lunch will be 

taken in a local restaurant close to the Red Lake, which 

was created in 1837 after a natural landslide.  

 

After lunch we will continue our journey north to Gura 

Humorului, a town once belonging to the Austrian 

monarchy, which was only ceded to Romania through 

the Treaty of Saint-Germain in 1919.  Upon arrival we 

will check into the 4 star Best Western Bucovina 

Hotel for 2 nights’ bed and breakfast accommodation.  

Dinner will be taken in the hotel restaurant  

this evening. 

 

WEDNESDAY 02 OCTOBER 2018 

After breakfast at the hotel, we will travel to Vama to 

visit the Museum of Decorated Eggs. This collection 

of hand painted eggs stems from the Bukovina belief that 

should a sanctified Easter egg withstand until the 

following Easter without cracking, the family will be 

protected for the entire year. From a young age the 

museum initiator, who is also an artisan and creator of 

many of the museum exhibits, would place a sanctified 

egg in the egg tray, thus beginning the collection of 

decorated eggs, which today consists of over 3,000 

exhibits from around the world, showcasing many 

traditional craftsmanship techniques.  

 

The remainder of the day will be spent visiting the 

remarkable painted monasteries of Bucovina that 

are amongst the greatest artistic monuments of Europe.  

The churches that we will visit were painted in the 15th 

and 16th centuries, when Turkish invaders threatened 

the Principality of Moldavia.  They feature vivid mural 

frescoes created to educate and entertain the illiterate 



soldiers and peasants.  Brilliant reds and blues are offset 

by an undercoat of emerald green.  Our first visit will be 

to Moldoviţa Monastery, whose frescoes date from 

1537.  The monastery was founded by Prince Petru 

Rareş as an offering to Christ, and his original throne 

and his portrait are on display.  A fresco depicting ‘The 

Siege of Constantinople’ adorns the bottom of the 

southern wall, whilst above is the ‘Hymn to the Virgin’ 

and the ‘Tree of Jesse’.  A fine representation of the 

‘Last Judgement’ is set in the open porch.  The 

magnificent paintings, which are predominantly yellow 

in colour, have been carefully restored.  The church is 

enclosed by bold fortifications and set in beautiful 

grounds, offering a real air of tranquillity.  Lunch will 

be taken in a local restaurant.   

 

This afternoon we will visit the larger monastery at 

Suceviţa, whose whitewashed fortified walls and steep 

grey roof give it an air of grandeur.  It is considered by 

many to be one of the finest monasteries in Bucovina.  

Both the interior and exterior are covered with 

delightful frescoes, although the western wall is bare, as 

legend claims that the artist fell from the scaffolding and 

died and work was halted immediately.  Of particular 

interest is the ‘Ladder of Virtue’ on the exterior north 

wall, depicting the 30 steps from Hell to Paradise, 

whilst the complex fresco on the southern wall shows 

the remarkable ‘Tree of Jesse’, symbolising the 

continuity of the Old and New Testaments through the 

depiction of an array of ancient philosophers and 

prophets surrounding Jesse and intertwined with foliage. 

We will then continue to Voroneţ, which was founded 

in 1487.  The monastery is particularly noted for its 

superb frescoes – and Voroneţ is often dubbed the 

“Oriental Sistine Chapel”.  The magnificent ‘Last 

Judgement’ fresco, which covers the whole of the 

western wall, is probably the finest single composition 

among the painted monasteries.  The narthex contains 

the tomb of Daniel the Hermit, who was the first abbot 

of Voroneţ Monastery.  The Austrians forced the monks 

to leave in the late 18th century, but the monastery is 

now inhabited by a small number of nuns.   

This evening dinner will be taken in a local restaurant 

in Gura Humorului. 

 

THURSDAY 03 OCTOBER 2018 

This morning we will check out of the hotel and travel 

south through the Carpathians, Europe’s second longest  

mountain range, which form an arc around Transylvania, 

to Bistriţa, a small market town in the Bârgău Valley, 

the heart of “Dracula land” – the setting for much of 

Bram Stoker’s Dracula.  The picturesque town has many 

arcaded buildings and 15th and 16th century merchants’ 

houses. Lunch will be taken in a local restaurant.  

 

We will continue our journey to Târgu Mureş, a 

Hungarian stronghold, where we will take a short break. 

Our onward journey continues to Sighişoara, a 

beautifully preserved medieval town set in rolling 

countryside, where we will check into the Hotel 

Central Park for the next 2 nights.  Dinner will be 

served in the hotel restaurant.   

 

FRIDAY 04 OCTOBER 2018 

After breakfast at the hotel we will explore Sighişoara. 

The city walls encircle cobbled streets lined with 16th 

century burghers’ houses and churches.  The well-

preserved medieval citadel is inscribed on the 

UNESCO World Heritage List, and dominates the New 

Town from its rocky massif, where the slopes support a 

jumble of ancient leaning houses.  We will also see the 

gigantic Old Clock Tower, which dates back to the 

13th century.  Each day a different wooden figure 

emerges from the belfry on the stroke of midnight, and a 

drummer strikes every hour.  The southern end of the 

citadel is dominated by the Church on the Hill 

(Bergkirche) a beautiful Gothic church with  fabulous 

15th century frescoes, fragments of which can now be 

viewed thanks to their recent restoration. The church 

also houses numerous religious sculptures and paintings, 

including the pulpit, carved in 1480, and a stone holy 

water font dating from the 15th century. There will be 

free time for lunch in Sighisoara. 

 



This afternoon we will visit the Saxon village of 

Viscri, a restored, atmospheric Saxon village and also 

a UNESCO World Heritage site. The traditional 

village features brightly painted houses, one of which 

was bought and restored by the Prince of Wales, and a 

Romanesque chapel, which was first enlarged in the 

16th century to form a single nave church with a 

fortified storey resting on semicircular arches, and 

again in the 18th century when a second defence wall 

was added. Following our visits we will return to our 

hotel and dinner this evening will be taken in a  

local restaurant. 

 

SATURDAY 05 OCTOBER 2019 

We will check out of our hotel after breakfast and 

travel by coach to Peleş Castle at Sinai, a royal 

palace set in a large park landscaped in the English 

fashion. It was built in the late 19th century for 

Romania’s first monarch, King Carol I, and took 39 

years to complete. Outwardly it resembles a Bavarian 

Schloss, in the German Renaissance style, with a host 

of turrets. It has over 100 rooms richly decorated in 

ebony, mother of pearl and leather, and each room is 

styled on a particular country. There are over 800 

stained glass windows in the building whose rooms are 

full of Renaissance armour and weapons, Murano 

chandeliers and Persian carpets. Romania’s first cinema 

was established in one of the castle’s rooms. Following 

the visit there will be free time for lunch. 

 

This afternoon we will continue to Bucharest. We 

will check into the Hilton Garden Inn Old Town 

for overnight accommodation.  Dinner will be taken 

in a local restaurant this evening.  

 

SUNDAY 06 OCTOBER 2019 

We will check out of our hotel after breakfast and 

enjoy a morning of visits in Bucharest both by coach 

and on foot. Romania’s cosmopolitan capital city is 

well known for its wide Parisian-style boulevards and 

fine pre-World War I buildings.  Visits will include the 

Stavropoleos Church and the exterior of the Palace of 

Parliament.  The Stavropoleos Church (1724-1730) 

has an arabesque façade with a columned portico carved 

with delicate tracery.  The interior is richly decorated 

with ornate carvings and colourful frescoes. The Palace 

of Parliament (formerly the ‘House of the People’ 

during the Communist era), is a colossal building and 

the third largest building in the world after the Pentagon 

and the Potala Palace in Lhasa, Tibet.  The Palace 

epitomises the megalomania that overtook Nicolae 

Ceauşescu in the 1980s. There will be free  

time for lunch.  

 

This afternoon we will transfer to Bucharest airport for 

the early evening flight to Leeds Bradford, via 

Amsterdam. Independent onward travel arrangements.  

 

Please note that as this tour has been planned several months in 

advance, the final itinerary may vary slightly from the above. 
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