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Vienna, the former capital of the immense Hapsburg empire straddling east and west, is blessed with magnificent 

Baroque buildings and a glorious musical tradition. The Kunsthistorisches Museum, with one of the finest picture 

collections in the world; and a fascinating fin-de-siècle movement - the Secession.  Two periods in particular shaped the 

city.  After the Ottoman Turks were finally beaten back from the walls of Vienna in 1683, the architects Johann 

Bernhardt Fischer von Erlach (1656-1723) and his son, Josef Emanuel (1693-1742), competed with Johann Lukas von 

Hildebrandt (1668-1745) in the creation of an imperial capital in a highly original variant of the Baroque style,  

lighter and almost proto-rococo in feeling.   

 

The second period followed the French occupations of 1805 and 1809, and the 1848 revolution, when Vienna was 

transformed into a modern 19th century city.  The massive encircling walls were pulled down in 1857 to make way for 

the Ringstrasse and a series of grand civic buildings in a variety of styles: the neo-Gothic Votivkirche and Town Hall; 

the neo-Renaissance University, Burgtheater, Naturhistorishes and Kunsthistorisches Museums and Opera House; and 

the neo-classical Parliament.  In the twilight of the Empire, Vienna was the centre of a vibrant intellectual and artistic 

avant-garde, including Sigmund Freud, Mahler, the painters Kokoschka, Klimt, Schiele, and the Viennese Secession, 

which pioneered the integration of all the arts in a geometric version of the art nouveau style.  Stephansdom, the 

Gothic cathedral with its high pitched tiled roof, stands out as the focal point at the heart of the old city. 

 

Vienna was greatly improved after the devastation caused during the Second World War. Buildings were renovated, 

collections restored and re-hung, and excellent restaurants now offer a variety of international cuisine. There is much 

to enjoy in a short break and this specially arranged tour aims to provide a good insight into all Vienna has to offer. 



TUESDAY 16 JUNE 2020 

Independent travel arrangements to the airport. We will 

depart from Manchester airport on an early afternoon 

flight with Austrian Airlines to Vienna. We will be met 

on arrival by our coach and guide and transfer the short 

distance to central Vienna where we will check into our 

hotel for 5 nights’ bed and breakfast accommodation.  

This evening dinner will be taken together, either in 

the hotel or a local restaurant.  

 

WEDNESDAY 17 JUNE 2020 

After breakfast at the hotel, we will be met by our local 

guide and will begin with a walking tour of the historic 

centre. In contrast with the opulence and grandeur of the 

buildings which line the Ringstrasse, the old town is a 

labyrinth of alleyways and cobbled streets, most of which 

can only be explored on foot. The Hapsburgs presided 

over a vast multi-national Empire, which encompassed 

much of Central and Eastern Europe.  Today, Vienna 

remains an imperial city but without its wealth of 

dominions.  The capital is a glorious relic where 

monumental Imperial buildings line elegant boulevards, 

which contrast charmingly with unpretentious squares and 

alleys of other architectural periods. Our walking tour will 

include the magnificent Stephansdom (St Stephen’s 

Cathedral), with its distinctive tiled roof. This is the 

symbolic heart of the old city and St Stephen's enjoys a 

complex history since its beginnings in the 12th century 

through extensive damage on several occasions, having 

been virtually destroyed during the Second World War.  

 

We will continue to the Schatzkammer, the treasury 

at the heart of the Imperial Collections, which is 

unrivalled in its depth, quality and historical interest.  

The dynastic, political and spiritual life of the empire is 

encapsulated in the history of these crowns, jewels, 

reliquaries, robes and vestments.  The Hapsburg rule in 

Austria began in 1282 with Rudolph I of Hapsburg (1218

-91) and lasted 630 years to the end of the First World 

War in 1918.  Frederick III (1415-93) was the first 

Habsburg to be crowned Holy Roman Emperor, a title 

the family retained until the institution was dissolved in 

1806 by Napoleon.  Among the highlights of the 

collection is the Imperial Crown used at their 

coronations as Holy Roman Emperor. When Emperor 

Franz II, in response to Napoleon's self-exaltation as  

Emperor of the French, adopted the title of Emperor of 

Austria on 11 August 1804, he selected the bejewelled 

golden Crown of Rudolf II 1602 as the new Crown of 

the Austrian Empire.  There will be free time for lunch.  

 

This afternoon we will travel by coach with our local 

guide to the Upper Belvedere. The Belvedere 

complex was designed by Johann Lukas von Hildebrandt 

as a summer palace for Prince Eugene of Savoy in three 

phases: the Lower Belvedere from 1714 -1716; the 

landscaping and gardens from 1717-19 by Dominique 

Girard; and the Upper Belvedere from 1721-23. Within 

the first hundred years of its existence, its buildings 

served as barracks, the home of the Imperial painting 

collection, and the residence of Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand.  It was not until the 1920s that the Belvedere 

was opened to the public for its current use. Today the 

Upper Belvedere houses 19th and 20th century paintings, 

whilst the Lower Belvedere is home to Austrian 

Medieval and Baroque art.  Aside from the magnificent 

building itself, paintings by Klimt, Schiele, and 

Kokoschka, along with those of the Biedermeier period, 

are among the highlights of the Upper Belvedere.  

 

Following our visit we will return to our hotel for an 

evening at leisure.  

 

THURSDAY 18 JUNE 2020 

This morning we will visit the 

Kunsthistorischesmuseum (Museum of Fine Arts), 

one of the world’s foremost galleries.  Constructed 

between 1871 and 1891 to the designs of Gottfried 

Semper (architect of the Dresden Opera House), the 

Kunsthistorischesmuseum is an excellent example of the 

‘Ringstrasse style’ – complete with lavish interior.  The 

Gemäldegalerie (Painting Gallery) forms but one part of 

the Museum, which today includes Egyptian, Near 

Eastern, Greek, Roman, and Etruscan antiquities, as 

well as sculpture, decorative arts and coins.  The 

Gemäldegalerie’s collection is understandably strongest 

in the art of former Habsburg lands, though subsequent 

rulers – and, later, directors – have also left their mark.  

It is extremely difficult to list the highlights of the 

Gemäldegalerie, but the large number of paintings by 

Brueghel – nearly one-third of all those in the world – 

should not be missed. Also notable are works by Dürer,  
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Cranach, Rubens, Vermeer, Rembrandt and Velázquez, 

together with the sumptuous Cellini saltcellar.   

 

Following our visit there will be free time for lunch and 

the remainder of the day will be at leisure.  

  

FRIDAY 19 JUNE 2020 

This morning we will meet our guide and explore some 

of the city’s Jugendstil sights. Jugendstil was the 

movement whereby artists and architects, notably Gustav 

Klimt and Otto Wagner, created revolutionary new styles 

akin to the Art Nouveau movement elsewhere in Europe 

at the turn of the 20th century. We will visit the 

Karlskirche by Johann Bernhard Fischer von Erlach, 

the finest Baroque church in Vienna with its great central 

dome framed by two Trajanic columns. From here we 

will walk across Karlsplatz for a visit to the two 

Wagner-Pavilions to continue to an extraordinary 

masterpiece of Secession architecture, the Secession-

Gebäude (1898) by Joseph Maria Olbrich, a veritable 

temple to modern art with a perforated golden dome of 

intertwining leaves resting on a classical cube.  Inside we 

will find Klimt’s 90 foot long Beethoven Frieze (1902), 

one of the most important works of the period, in the 

context of the Secession movement.  

 

There will be free time for lunch prior to an afternoon 

visit to the  Albertina.  The collection of drawings and 

prints, one of the largest in the world, was begun in 1769 

by Duke Albert of Saxe-Teschen and his wife Marie 

Christine, the favourite daughter of the Empress Maria 

Theresa.  Housed in the former Silva-Tarouca Palace since 

1795, the collection was built up over 50 years, 

subsequently added to, and now includes nearly 1 million 

prints, more than 40,000 drawings and watercolours, and 

about 25,000 architectural drawings from the 15th to the 

20th century.  Dürer is the name most associated with the 

Collection, but there are also remarkable works by 

Raphael, Michelangelo, Rubens, Rembrandt, and 

Tiepolo – all acquired by the Duke.  We will return to 

our hotel and the evening will be at leisure.  

 SATURDAY 20 JUNE 2020 

This morning we will visit the Leopold Museum, which 

houses the former private collection of Rudolf and 

Elisabeth Leopold and contains the world’s largest 

collection of works by Egon Schiele. Other major figures 

of the 19th and 20th century are also well represented, 

notably Kokoschka and Klimt, complemented by a fine 

collection of Austrian arts and crafts.  

 

After free time for lunch we will continue by coach to 

the Museum of Applied Arts (MAK).  This 

spectacular collection chronicles the development of 

design over the centuries, and includes furniture, 

textiles, silverware and ceramics dating back to the 

Middle Ages.  Highlights include Bentwood chairs by 

Thonet, Biedermeier sofas, a hammered silver tea 

service by Josef Hoffman and exquisite pieces from the 

Asian Collection, including Japanese lacquer work, 

stencilling and wood cuts.  A permanent exhibition 

traces the development of Austrian and Viennese design, 

and there is also an important collection of carpets and 

contemporary paintings. At the end of the afternoon we 

will return to our hotel and this evening will be at 

leisure.  

 

SUNDAY 21 JUNE 2020 

We will check out of the hotel and, subject to 

availability, we will visit the Kirche am Steinhof 

which was designed by Otto Wagner in the Secessionist 

style as a church for the Psychiatric Hospital of Vienna.  

It boasts mosaics and stained glass by Koloman Moser and 

sculptural angels by Othmar Schimkowitz.  Continue by 

coach to Vienna airport for the early afternoon Austrian 

Airlines flight to Manchester. Independent onward travel 

arrangements.  

 

Please note that this tour involves a good deal of walking  

and is therefore unsuitable for those  

with mobility problems.   
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PRACTICAL DETAILS  

TOUR PRICE 
£1,900 per person sharing a twin/ double room 

£420 single room supplement 
(for the first 5 rooms and thereafter £470) 

PRICE INCLUDES 

Return scheduled flights with Austrian Airlines  

(Manchester/Vienna) 

Airport tax 

5 nights' bed and breakfast accommodation at the  

5 star Hotel Bristol 

Dinner in the hotel restaurant on the day of arrival  

Dinner in a local restaurant on the final evening  

Services of a local specialist guide for three full days and  

two half days 

All local coach transfers as per the itinerary  

All  booking and entrance charges as per the programme  

 

HOTEL DETAILS 

Hotel Bristol (5 star)  

Kaemtner Ring 1 

Vienna 1010 

For further details please visit their website  

www.bristolvienna.com 

 

OPTIONAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

It is a condition of booking that each tour participant carries 

full travel insurance and it is your responsibility to ensure 

that you have adequate insurance for this tour. We have ar-

ranged a scheme with specialists Travel & General Insurance 

Services Limited who are fully authorised and regulated by 

the FCA (firm reference number 304788) full details of 

which can be found on the FCA website www.fca.org.uk. 

Please call Travel & General on 0203 794 2954 for a quote.  

 
MINIMUM NUMBERS 

The tour price is based on a minimum of 20 participants 

FLIGHTS  

Airline: Austrian Airlines 

16/06 - Manchester/Vienna - 13.00/16.35  

21/06 - Vienna/Manchester - 13.15/14.45  

Please note that flights are subject to availability at the time 

of booking. Flight seats cannot be booked until client  

deposits have been received.   

YOUR FINANCIAL PROTECTION 

Our ATOL Number is 3707.   

All the flights and flight-inclusive tours in this brochure are 

financially protected by the ATOL scheme.  When you pay 

you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate.  Please ask for 

it and check to ensure that everything you booked (flights, 

hotels and other services) is listed on it.  Please see our 

booking conditions for further information or for more 

information about financial protection and the ATOL 

Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate 

 

BOOKING & FINAL TRAVEL DETAILS 

To reserve your place on the tour, please send your 

completed booking form and deposit of £500 per person, to 

Heritage Group Travel, as soon as possible and no later 

than Friday 27 September 2020. You will receive a 

confirmation of your booking combined with an invoice for 

the final balance. Please note that no reminder will be sent for the 

final balance. The final travel details (itinerary, hotel details, 

flight ticket and luggage label) will be available 

approximately 10-14 days prior to travel.  The final balance 

is due by Friday 10 April 2020.  

Please note that only members of the Ebor Arts Society can sign up 

for this trip.  If you are not a member of the Society you must join 

and pay the annual membership fee of £49 for a single person and 

£92 for a couple. 

 

PASSPORT AND VISA REQUIREMENTS  

British Nationals should be in possession of a valid 10 year 

passport: visas are not required for travel to Austria. Other 

Nationals should contact the Austrian Embassy to confirm 

current visa requirements. 
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