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Dear Friends, 

 
Autumn has well and truly arrived. Even the little rain we have had has turned the landscape from brown to green. 
Sadly, one result of conflict around the world is the wanton destruction of cultural heritage – buildings and, much 
worse, people.  Ukraine has appeared in the media all too often over recent years and we can only hope that the 
conflict there and elsewhere across the globe will cease sooner rather than later. The resilience of people subject 
to war must be strengthened by a shared history and culture and we look forward to seeing and hearing about 
that in this month’s lecture. 

 
October Lecture 

 

This lecture tells the multifaceted Ukrainian story through the shared culture which binds its diverse people 

together, including the sacred art and architecture of Kyiv inherited from Byzantium, the rich legacy of the 

Cossacks, and a treasury of poetry, painting and song. We will look at the key role played by folk culture in the 

years before Ukraine's emergence as an independent nation, "red icons" on glass and the country's remarkable 

embroidery tradition, which had a surprising influence on avant-garde art.  Our guide, Rosamund, is a writer, 

lecturer and translator whose work ranges across the arts and cultures of Europe. She has held fellowships in the 

UK and Europe, is the author and translator of several books, has led art, architecture, design and music tours 

throughout Europe and contributes regularly to Proms events and opera broadcasts on the BBC. 

Join us on Wednesday 14th October for a chat, a glass of wine or soft drink from 6pm. The lecture begins at 6.30pm. 

Please take a moment to give us your feedback on the lecture. You can do this from the ‘Feedback’ icon on the 

home page of our website: https://www.theartssocietyebor.org.uk/Home.aspx The password is ‘Ukraine’ 

We meet in The Merchant Taylors’ Hall, Aldwark. Note that there is No Parking at the Merchant Taylors’ Hall. 

If you have a particular mobility problem then please contact Peter Burnett:  drpburnett@btinternet.com  

 

Social Events 

Post-lecture supper: We have arranged a ‘fish, chip and mushy peas’ supper in the Black Swan, Peasholme Green 
after our lecture on 11th November. This is just a short walk from The Merchant Taylors’ Hall. We will be on the 
ground floor, so no stairs are involved. The cost is £15pp (excluding drinks at the bar). These suppers are always 
popular, so book early by contacting Joanna Heywood: joannaheywoodleeds@yahoo.co.uk  
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Visits and Trips 

An intrepid group of members set off soon on our rail trip to Cornwall and we look forward to their account and 
photographs on their return. 

We are exploring options for a trip to Barcelona in the spring of 2027. There is much to delight the senses there 
and we anticipate a lot of interest in the trip, so look out for details in due course. 

A date for your diary: There is a world-renowned selection of medieval stained glass on our doorstep in York. On 
17 April 2027 in the Belfry Hall, Stonegate, we have a study day on Medieval Stained Glass. Further details to 
follow. 

 

Members may be interested in a talk arranged by Friends of York Art Gallery on ‘Wedgwood and Flaxman’ to be 
given by Sir Tristram Hunt (Director of the V&A) on Thu 15 October in the Tempest Anderson Hall. Details can be 
found on the website: www.friendsofyorkartgallery.co.uk/events/  

 

AGM 

We hold our Annual General Meeting before the lecture on November 11th . This is always a brief, but important 
opportunity to report on our activities in the 2025/26 season, to present the accounts, to appoint or re-appoint 
the officers and committee members and to raise any other matters of interest to members. A formal notice of 
the AGM and associated papers will be circulated and, as always, we will be delighted to welcome additional 
committee members. Please chat to any of the current committee if you think that you might be able to help. 

 

The Arts Society – and our charitable status 

Our parent organisation, The Arts Society, has announced that, from the end of 2026, it will no longer support the 

use of Google Workspace for local societies. We currently use this facility to maintain our membership list, email 

postings and spreadsheets for events and trips. Google Workspace is available free of charge for charitable 

organisations but otherwise entails significant cost. Many local Arts societies are already charities in their own 

right or are in the process of applying to become so. It would make sense for us to pursue the same path and we 

are grateful to Toby Bainton who has taken a lead on this. It will, in any case, be necessary for us to have our own 

internet domain name and this means that you may notice, over the next 2-3 months a slightly different heading 

on emails from The Arts Society Ebor. We will update members on progress. 

As members of our own local group you remain members of The Arts Society, our ‘parent’ organization.  and can 

subscribe (free) to their newsletters and other occasional mailings: https://theartssociety.org/  

 

Membership Offer 

As usual, we offer a half-price fee for anyone joining the society from 1 October for the remainder of our 2026-27 season 

of lectures and events. This is an ideal opportunity to introduce new people to our society, so do please spread the word 

among friends – and remember that the £10 fee for guests attending lectures is refundable if they join as members 

within a month. 

 

Can you help? 

Perhaps you could help with serving wine/soft drinks before lectures? Could you join the team who work to keep 

your society running smoothly? There are ways you might become involved without making too many demands 

on your time. Speak to any of the current committee members if you would like to know more.  

 

Website: Our Newsletters, a printable copy of our programme, flyers for trips, photographs of previous visits, 
membership forms, - and much more can be found on our website. Go to  www.theartssocietyebor.org.uk .  

 

With best wishes from your Arts Society Ebor Committee. 
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